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Pre-Designed Accessory Dwelling Units 
 

General Information 
 

Pre-Designed ADU Plans 
The City of Davis offers Pre-Designed ADU 
Plans free of charge. Three design options are 
available as follows;  

• 300 SF Studio option 

• 565 SF One-Bedroom option 

• 740 SF Two-Bedroom option  
Each design is available in three architectural 
styles: Adobe, Agrarian, and Mid-Mod. The 
Pre-Designed plans are subject to the normal 
review process; however, the plans have been 
previously plan checked providing a quicker 
review process with reduced fees. The Plans 
also provide customizable items like window 
and door types. 
 
Benefits to a Pre-Designed ADU Plan  
The Pre-Designed ADU Plans offer an 
expedited process and reduced plan check 
fees when compared to the normal ADU 
process. Only a contractor is required for the 
issuance of a building permit. Using the Pre-
Designed ADU Plans should provide an 
applicant with an overall cheaper process. The 
City can not provide applicants with a cost 
estimate for construction of the ADU. 
 
Changes Will Not Be Accepted 
An applicant is not allowed to deviate or alter 
from the Pre-Designed Plans. The City will not 
accept a set of plans with alterations including, 
but not limited to; 

• Inclusion of a sleeping loft 

• Modified architectural designs 

• Alterations to the floor plans  

 

Application Process  
 
Step 1: Does it Work with Your Property?   
Pre-Designed ADUs must comply with the 
minimum 4-foot setback requirement. See the 
Example Plot Plan on the next page. Lot 
coverage, floor area ratio, and open space 
requirements do not apply to the Pre-Designed 
ADUs.  
 
Step 2: Obtain the Pre-Designed ADU Plans 
A watermarked copy of the Plans is available 
on the website along with renderings of each 
design. When you are ready to obtain an 
official set of Plans, submit a plot plan and 
Hold Harmless Agreement in-person and the 
Plans will be sent to you.   
 
Step 3: Apply for a Building Permit 
Submit two, full-sized printed copies of your 
custom plan set following the project checklist 
for your architectural style. City staff will review 
the plans for completeness, verifying the 
elements of plan sheets G0.0 and G0.1. Once 
the site plan is approved, the building division 
will work with you to obtain a building permit. 
To submit a complete plan set, you must 
include a site plan, as shown in the Example 
Plot Plan, and everything highlighted in the 
Example Plan Set. You are required to submit 
the plans in-person.  
 
Alternative to the Pre-Designed Plans 
If the Pre-Designed ADU Plans are not for you, 
Chapter 40 of the Davis Municipal Code 
provides four types of review for ADUs.  

• Type 1: Building Permit Only 

• Type 2: Junior ADU 

https://www.cityofdavis.org/home/showpublisheddocument/582/635736852188270000
https://www.cityofdavis.org/home/showpublisheddocument/582/635736852188270000
https://www.cityofdavis.org/home/showpublisheddocument/582/635736852188270000
https://library.qcode.us/lib/davis_ca/pub/municipal_code/item/chapter_40-article_40_26-40_26_450


 

 

• Type 3: Ministerial Permit 

• Type 4: Non-Ministerial ADU 
Refer to the Accessory Dwelling Units and 
Guest Houses Guidelines for specific 
requirements. 

 
 

 

 
Where can I find the plans?  
The Predesigned ADU Plans can be found on the Community Development Department’s ADU 
webpage along with general information on the types of ADUs and what is required. Visit 
https://www.cityofdavis.org/city-hall/community-development-and-sustainability/planning-and-
zoning/core-area-amendments-and-general-plan-update/accessory-dwelling-units-and-guest-houses 
for more information.  
What are the utility requirements? 
In some situations, you will need to upgrade the utilities on site to accommodate for the new ADU. A 
4” sewer lateral is required as well as an upgraded electrical panel. The building department can 
assist you with the upgrades.  
Can I make changes to the plans? 
No. You can not make modifications to the pre-designed ADU plans. Once the structure is complete, 
you are free to modify with a building permit.  
What should be included on the plot plan?  
The plot plan should look like the example provided below. Important aspects of the ADU plot plan 
are the property lines, proposed setbacks, existing structures, and the address of the property. 

 

 

https://documents.cityofdavis.org/Media/CommunityDevelopment/Documents/PDF/CDD/Planning/Forms/Accessory%20Dwelling%20Units%202021/Accessory%20Dwellings%20Units%20and%20Guest%20Houses%20%202021%20%20effective%20june%2018%202021.pdf
https://documents.cityofdavis.org/Media/CommunityDevelopment/Documents/PDF/CDD/Planning/Forms/Accessory%20Dwelling%20Units%202021/Accessory%20Dwellings%20Units%20and%20Guest%20Houses%20%202021%20%20effective%20june%2018%202021.pdf
https://www.cityofdavis.org/city-hall/community-development-and-sustainability/planning-and-zoning/core-area-amendments-and-general-plan-update/accessory-dwelling-units-and-guest-houses
https://www.cityofdavis.org/city-hall/community-development-and-sustainability/planning-and-zoning/core-area-amendments-and-general-plan-update/accessory-dwelling-units-and-guest-houses

